
SYNCHRONIZE DELIVERY 
Information Sharing 

“Paramount for the Success of DoD Missions” 
 

 
The evolving United States national security 
environment necessitates an improvement to 
the Department of Defense’s (DOD) ability to 
effectively and securely share information.  
National and departmental strategies and 
policies affect the flow and accessibility of 
information, limiting the ability to leverage 
information as a strategic asset in achieving 
the Department’s mission.  The DOD requires 
innovative approaches and solutions to 
enhance information sharing in operations 
with diverse and unanticipated partners.  
Improving the DOD’s ability to share 
information enables it to realize the power of 
information as a strategic asset.   

 
Information sharing is defined as, “Making 
information available to participants 
(people, processes, or systems).”  
Information sharing includes the cultural, 
managerial, and technical behaviors by which 
one participant leverages information held or 
created by another participant.   

 
It is imperative to effectively exchange 
information among components, Federal 
agencies, coalition partners, foreign 
governments and international organizations 
as a critical element of our efforts to defend 
the nation and execute national strategy.  
Through the implementation of an overarching 
strategy, the Department will improve unity of 
effort, reduce decision time, increase 
adaptability of forces across mission and 
coalition operations, improve situational 
awareness, and increase precision in mission 
planning and execution.  The goal of an 
overarching information sharing strategy 
within the DOD will be to provide a common 
vision, goals and approaches that will guide 
and synchronize the many information sharing 
initiatives and investments within the 
Department 
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The vision for the future is to, “Deliver the 
power of information to ensure mission 
success through an agile enterprise, with 
freedom of maneuverability across the 
information environment.  The vision 
describes a future state where transparent, 
open, agile, timely, and relevant information 
sharing occurs to promote freedom of 
maneuverability across a trusted information 
environment.  Attaining four goals is necessary 
to realize the envisioned environment across 
the DOD.  These goals are: (1) promote, 
encourage, and incentivize sharing; (2) achieve 
an extended enterprise; (3) strengthen agility in 
order to accommodate unanticipated partners 
and events; and (4) ensure trust across 
organizations. 

 
The creation of an overarching DOD Info 
Sharing Strategy represents the first step in a 
comprehensive initiative to assess and modify 
as needed existing policies, business 
processes, budget allocations, and cultural 
perspectives.  Numerous independent mission 
or functional area specific initiatives address 
aspects of information sharing from intelligence 
and counter-terrorism, multinational, and 
stability operations, to humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief.  These strategies and 
efforts must be synchronized in order to 
achieve unity of effort as well as economic and 
operational efficiencies.   

 
Every individual and organization in the 
Department of Defense plays an important role 
in improving information sharing.  A successful 
plan will result in efficiencies in operations, 
enhanced and shared situational awareness, 
and – ultimately – mission success.   

“US information security policies, implementation procedures, and technology limitations 
hindered the integration of coalition partners into planning and execution processes.” 

OPERATION Iraqi Freedom Lessons Learned (2004) 


